5th June 2010

Highfield v Hamble at Hardmoor

County Division 3

Hamble 247-9, Highfield 179 All Out. Hamble win by 70 runs

 

After last week’s break for rain we were back at Hardmoor for the visit of Hamble. There was drama before the start as Phil was whacked on the bonce during some fielding drills, which drew quite a bit of claret. Brent had tried (and failed) to phone in sick, so it was a patched up Highfield team that took to the field, following Tarty’s loss of the toss. 

The Hamble batsman lived up to their reputation and had 14 on the board after only 8 balls. Thereafter the experienced opening duo of Gere and Fuddy pulled it round and it was no surprise when Gere got the first wicket, thanks to a smart catch from Dan standing up to the stumps. There was some controversy over the next wicket, Fuddy bowled the other opener who refused to walk, believing that Dan had dislodged the bails. Fortunately he did not have it covered and we managed to convince the umpire that he was out and he reluctantly left the scene. 

When Gere struck twice in his 8th over the Hamble score was 55-4 from 17 and we were looking in a handy position. There followed a match-defining partnership as Don and Lidstone added 85 for the 5th wicket. Gere and Fuddy completed good spells and were replaced by Matt and Tim. Both struggled a little with line and/or length and the runs started to flow. Matt made the breakthrough by taking the edge of Don’s bat providing a simple catch for Dan. 140-5 off 27 overs. 

The next wicket to fall was rather curious, as the batsman played and missed and loitered outside his crease whilst Dan threw down the stumps. Technically a stumping I suppose. There followed a bit more biffing and a couple of smart boundary catches (Steve and Gordon) and a good run out from Tart. Also a surprising spell of off-spin bowling from the skipper which was generally quite tidy, with the exception of one beamer which the grateful batsman smashed (literally) over square leg for 7. 

Hamble finished on 247, probably not much above par on a pretty good wicket and very fast outfield. The bowling figures as follows: Gere 10-0-42-3, Fuddy 10-3-37-1, Matt 10-0-71-2, Tim 10-0-68-2, Chris 5-0-24-0. 

After a splendid tea with some lovely cakes from Mrs Colmer snr, but possibly a few too many sausage rolls and a tricky world cup teaser we started our response. Phil and Steve opened up and Phil was soon into his stride and after only 3 overs we had 21 on the board. Don who had earlier scored 59 opened the bowling and conjured up some very good slower balls, including the old Chris-Cairns-to-Chris-Read-beamer-oh-no--it’s-a-slow-yorker-out of the trees-delivery, which made both Phil and Steve look quite silly but fortunately did not take any wickets. The other opener came off after 3 overs for 26 and Phil took a shine to his replacement , at one stage hitting 5 consecutive boundaries as the ball disappeared to all parts. Steve was very much playing second fiddle (only because there wasn’t a 3rd fiddle) but the score was building up nicely. Phil passed his 50 and after 18 overs we were 99-0 and it was very much game on. 

I very nearly ended the match report there, as from then on it got very depressing, so I’ll race through the remainder. Phil got bowled playing one shot too many for a splendid 67, Greg got bowled without troubling the scorers, Steve got bowled for 24. Matt hit a few lusty blows and then got bowled for 14, Dan holed out for 8, Gordon got bowled for 7, Chris got bowled for 15, Gere got bowled for 5, Fuddy caught for 9, Tim got the same score as Greg, leaving Brent high and dry on 14. 

Still there are some positives:

All players made it through to the end of the game

Dan’s keeping

Phil’s batting

Fuddy & Gere’s Bowling

Cricket netball

Lovely tea

The Buffs won

England won the test match

It was a lovely day

The world cup starts next week

Its only a game

Worse things happen at sea

Next week home v Hartley Wintney – 12:30 start time

