HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:        Saturday 19th June 2010 

Match:     Highfield II v Langley Manor III

Result:     Highfield 205/8 (24 pts) bt Langley Manor 171ao (9pts) by 34 runs

After a crushing defeat away at Parley the Buffalos bounce back with a narrow win over high flying Langley Manor. Once again we are overloaded with players so Tim drops out to umpire, Neil to score and Tim Goodall is back with the firsts. Matt Cutler is also missing, off to the states for the rest of the season. Back come Srini, Ben Wythe and Leben and there is a Saturday debut for Francis Batt.
With Tim out, vice Ben takes over and on another hot day elects to bat on winning the toss. The Langley openers start well but it is not too long before Chris is thumping the fours. Ben is more subdued but manages to hang around to see off the openers. Both change bowlers strike in their opening overs though. First Ben is caught for 7 then Chris attempts an audacious pull and goes for 28 and we are 49/2 off 12. Avi comes in along with Francis who has been out injured since pre season and a boundary blitz ensues. Unusually for Avi he is outscored by Francis who races to 50 in just over 10 overs. With the outfield so fast the scoring advances in singles and fours. Langley are forced to bring back their opener Elsom who has only gone for 12 in his first 5 overs. His first over back goes for 10 but he then makes the breakthrough, getting Avi for 24. The stand was worth 74 in 13 overs and set us up for a decent score. Martin comes in and keeps the scoring ticking over and helps add another 29 for the 4th wicket. Palmer comes on for his second spell and looks a completely different prospect as he starts to bowl quick and straight. He gets Martin caught behind for 14 and puts a real brake on the scoring rate. Sasi makes just 2 before Swift gets him and then Palmer gets Francis and Jessi in his penultimate over. Francis has made an excellent 73, without which we would have had little to defend. We have slumped from 152/3 to 172/7 with four overs remaining but Srini and Leben show we bat right down. Leben hits 9 off Palmers last over to leave him with figures of 4/38 and then Srini joins in with two sixes off the returning Elsom who leaks 21 off his last 2. Leben falls for 16 in the last over and Srini remains unbeaten on 17. Malcolm is not out 1 and we have plundered 33 off the last 4 overs. 205/8 looks a little light for Hardmoor but it’s runs on the board.

Our old friend Morrison opens the batting and is soon up to his old tricks, finding any gaps possible on the leg side and exploiting them. Jerram, by contrast opts for the boundary route and races to 17 before he loses his head and can’t clear Francis off the bowling of Srini. The new batsman doesn’t take his time either and is out in Lebens’ next over with Srini taking the catch. Leben and Srini bowl 14 between them but can’t make any further inroads. The new batsman Kontos looks in fine form hitting any bad balls to the boundary. Avi and Ben come on and despite keeping the runs down cannot make the breakthrough. 8 overs go for 33 before the skipper decides that the bowlers should change ends. This pays immediate dividends as Ben bowls the obdurate Morrison for 46. With Langley slipping behind the rate they send in the long limbed Palmer for a bit of biffing. Within two overs the field has spread to the winds. Avi is hit for 3 crunching fours and Kontos joins in by hitting Ben to the boundary. Palmer then smashes a lofted cover drive down the hill but Francis extends to his full height and plucks the ball out of the air for a brilliant catch to give Avi a wicket. His innings has given Langley impetus though and Kontos responds with a couple of fours. He struggles to get the strike however with the new batsman tied down. Ben then bowls a wicket maiden, taking a return catch and pushing the rate required up to 7 an over. Avi comes off with 1/46 off 8 and is replaced with Francis whose 1st over goes for just 4. Bens next over goes for 9, but he does pick up another wicket, with Avi taking the catch. The runs have dried up for Kontos as well who has slowed right down the nearer he gets to 50. Seven come off the next Francis over, Kontos gets his 50 and Langley need 50 off 8. We keep chipping away at the other end however and Ben picks up his 4th wicket, clean bowling Batten for 12. The next over from Francis seals the game, first Malcolm takes a catch from a skier, the batsmen cross and next ball Kontos tries to hit the cover off the ball but only succeeds in hitting it straight to Srini. Ben has bowled out his 10 overs taking an excellent 4/37 so Srini comes on to bowl at the last pair. After bowling an excellent opening spell of 1/26 off 7, Srini proceeds to have a mini nightmare, wide after wide sails down in a 12 ball over which costs 10 runs. Thankfully Francis wraps things up in the next over with Jessi taking a caught behind to finish with 3/14.

Maximum points lift us the table slightly and set us up for a visit to our old friends from Camelot.  

