HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:     Saturday 21st August 2010 

Match:  Lymington III v Highfield II

Result:  Highfield 172/5 (23pts) bt Lymington 168/8 (7pts) by 5 wickets

The Buffalos are back on the winning trail and still in with a shout of promotion after a rain drenched affair in Lymington. Fair play to all involved for keeping going as neither team wanted to come off.
After an overnight drenching a plethora of games had already bitten the dust but the weather began to clear in the Lymington micro climate and the ground looked quite dry when we arrived. Running your hand over the ground revealed it was still wet though, and with further showers expected Neil had no hesitation in inserting the opposition. Also the playing area is pretty big and mindful of the earlier Parley game and the difficulties of defending a total it is logical to chase.
Srini and Ghazam opened up and despite a few early fours there is plenty in the wicket to keep the bowlers interested and the field up. The sun even shows itself for a few overs but then disappears for the rest of the day. Ghazam makes the breakthrough when Noble attempts to drive, hits his boot with his bat and the ball finds the edge on its way through to Malcolm for yet another slip catch. Srini comes off with 0/27 off 5 and is replaced by Mo who takes a wicket with his second ball. He gets a bit of extra bounce and Ambrose can only uppercut the ball to Avi at second slip for a well made 24. With both openers gone we manage to slow the scoring rate with only the odd four piercing the field. Ghazam is barely conceding a run and the pressure leads to a third wicket as Mo clean bowls Tapper junior for 5, which brings the ex Southern League legend Peter Tapper to the crease on his sixtieth birthday. Already in the runs and wickets this season he brings his Mongoose bat to the middle, the company of which he owns the rights to. Ghazam comes off after 8 excellent overs for just 21 and is replaced by Tushar making his Buffalo debut. The weather also takes a turn for the worse and this makes it harder to catch the ball as Srini finds out when Tapper leathers one straight at him off Mo and it squirms out of his hands. It is not the only bit of luck he enjoys either as a couple of shots land just between fielders. At the halfway stage Lymington are 76/3 as we take cold drinks in the drizzle. Lymington gradually up the rate as Tapper starts to get going as he punishes anything loose. After adding 52 runs we finally get the breakthrough when Tush bowls the becalmed Brennan for 15 and he follows this up with a first ball dismissal of Ambrose who carves the ball out to Jessi on the edge of the square. Mo comes off with 2/29 off 9 and Neil replaces him. His first ball catches Tappers glove and James takes a smart legside catch but the batsmen is going nowhere, old Southern League ethics etched deep in his bones. Next ball he snicks the ball between keeper and slip and two balls later is hit on the temple as Neil gets the ball to rear off a length. He recovers sufficiently to hit Avi for 6 in his first over and then gets another edge off Neil which again pierces the slips for four, but that is the end of his fun as the veteran seamer traps him in front for 40, given out by his own captain who gets the death stare for his troubles. After going for the six in his first over Avi is virtually unplayable for the rest of the innings as we once again rein in the score. Tush comes back on for Neil and gets a bit of tap in the closing overs as the batsmen try to get a reasonable total to defend. Avi gets us a couple of late wickets and another point, one to a smart low catch from James and another to an excellent stumping from the keeper who has had a great day behind the timbers. Tushar finishes with 2/56 off 10 and Avi has 2/16 from 7. Lymington have scored 168/8, which handily equates to exactly 4 an over, very handy to know in a run chase.

 During tea, which includes canapés for the first time this season the rain increases and looks like it may be the end of proceedings. No one seems to make a decisive decision though so Uday and Tim A lead the players out to get a good soaking.
For a match to count we have to play 20 overs and make sure we are ahead of the rate when that happens and thereafter every over. Malc and James start off and two fours from James in the first over get us going. Malc goes in the second over though, snicking behind for 1. Last weeks centurion Srini enters the fray, and is soon hitting the boundaries to keep us ahead of the rate. The weather really is foul and even the Rugby players on the adjacent pitch think we have lost our sanity. Both batsmen are dropped but it is difficult to see the ball, let alone catch it. Young Moors comes off with 0/33 off 5 and is replaced by another seamer, Ambrose who goes for 19 in just 2 as Srini crashes four boundaries off him. Lymington have to try something different and the birthday boy comes on. Srini pulls his third ball to the midwicket boundary but is caught on the line for a fine 48. Spin is immediately introduced at the other end and Mo and James take some time to adjust with the field up. Thanks to Srinis earlier blast we are well ahead of the rate but this gets closer as the mid way point arrives. At 20 overs we are 86/2 so there will be a result but the weather really is foul. James is then bowled for 23 and shortly afterwards we also lose Adam for 2 and Jessi for 4 who have had no choice but to go for their shots. We have held Avi back though and this pays off as he and Mo start to up the rate. The spinners have bowled their first 10 overs between them and taken 4/27 but even though Tapper keeps this going, Brennan goes for 26 in his last 4 overs as both batsmen hit boundaries and the field has to spread which allows a few more singles. As we near our target the rain eases off for the first time during the innings. Tapper finishes his spell with 3/24 off 10 and Brennan ends with 1/42. The reintroduction of seam makes life much easier and Mo tucks in to Tapper junior, taking 14 off 2 overs. With the scores level in the 39th over Mo hits the winning boundary which also brings up his maiden Highfield 50. The pair have put on a superb 73 and Mo has played a wonderfully timed and mature innings to finish on 53 not out, Avi is also unbeaten on 29 as his seasons tally soars to 748, the most runs by a Highfield batsman since Steve Taylor hit 807 in 2002.
All this means is that Totton, Bransgore and Langley are promoted with the 4th place between Exbury, Lymington and us. If we can get maximum points next week then Exbury will need 10 points against Bransgore or Lymington will need 23 against Soton Travellers to finish above us. The weather will have to perk up a bit as well. Finally many thanks to Uday for driving down and umpiring, at least the rest of us could change and have a shower!
Next week, final game of the season at home to Pylewell Park

