HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:        Saturday 3rd July 2010 

Match:     Highfield II v OTR IV

Result:     Highfield 260/3 (22pts) bt OTR 213/7 (8pts) by 47 runs

An excellent all round performance makes it 3 wins on the trot for the Buffalos against a decent OTs and Romsey side. The batsmen make full use of the conditions and the sheer weight of runs helps the bowlers see us home.
After last weeks excellent win with a much depleted side it is all change on the team front. Out goTim A, Adam, Eamon and Tim P, to be replaced by debutant James Mahoney, Gordon from the firsts and James and Steve who are both recovering from varying injuries.
Skipper Ben wins the toss and has no hesitation in deciding to bat first on a hot afternoon. Steve opens up with Malc as both bowlers send down steady first overs. We get a huge bonus in the fourth over though as Costley (no I’m not kidding) bowls a 13 ball over which costs 15 runs, 14 of which are wides. The next 3 overs are maidens before Costley has another shocker and goes for 12 with Steve hitting a couple of boundaries. Eldridge, stark contrast is hard to get away and concedes just 9 off his first 6. Draycott comes on for Costley and a boundary from Steve brings up the 50 to which Malcolm has contributed 2. He bursts into life soon after though and starts to find the boundary with regularity. One Draycott over goes for 23 and he too is removed from the attack. The change bowlers don’t bowl badly but with the outfield so fast a boundary is never far away. The 100 comes up in the 20th over, only the 3rd century opening stand in the Buffalos history. We then lose our first wicket when Steve is stumped for 45 but we are well placed at the halfway mark with 106/1. Gordon comes in for his first Buffalo outing and keeps the scoreboard ticking over with Malcolm now accelerating. The bowling changes come thick and fast, especially when Gordon takes 10 off an over. Malc brings up his second fifty of the season but is stumped soon after for 52. The pair have put on 62 and we are 168/2 with over 10 overs left. Avi hits his first ball for 4, gets a single then Gordon gets a four and despite taking a wicket the bowler is removed and never seen again. The next over goes for 15 with Avi smacking two sixes but then the inevitable happens as Gordon and Avi find themselves at the same end. Gordon falls on his sword but he has made a useful 34. Mo is next in and gives Avi the strike as much as possible as the boundaries continue to flow. The 200 comes up in the 37th over as we go at 10 an over. Mo then has a heavy fall while running a quick single and has to retire hurt for 11. Avi brings up yet another 50, his fourth of the season as he and Srini smash 28 off the last two overs. Srini only faces 5 balls but finishes 15 not out and Avi is unbeaten on 60. Our total of 260/3 looks pretty decent, OTs have spent 3 hours in the field for a solitary bowling point.
Leben and Srini open up and it is not too long before OTs are playing their shots. Eldridge is peppering the boundary and takes 16 off one Leben over, albeit from some streaky shots. Ben keeps him going though and he gets the breakthrough in his next over when Hayes gets over ambitious and is caught by the skipper. New man Jordan looks pretty decent as well, several times we bowl 5 dot balls but the 6th seems to go over the line. Eldridge gives Srini a bit of a mauling and takes 15 off an over but when he tries the same with Leben he mis times his shot and is snaffled by Malc in the slips for 47. Avi comes on for Srini and is soon in the groove keeping the runs down. Leben comes off with 2/42 in 8 and is replaced by Ben who takes a wicket with his 3rd ball, bowling the new man Draycott for 2. OTs reach halfway well placed at 115/3 but the scoring rate has dropped dramatically since Eldridges dismissal. Avi is going for less than 2 an over which means they need almost 10 an over off the other bowlers. OTs can muster just 23 off a seven over spell and the pressure tells with Avi getting Boyd LBW for 7, 126/4. Ben comes off with 1/22 in 4 and is replaced by Mo. Jordan reaches 50 but they are slipping further and further behind. Avi bowls out his 10 with superb figures of 1/18 leaving OTs needing 10 an over off the last 12. Mo bowls tightly but Srini comes back and suffers again with 27 coming off his next 3 overs. After going for just 8 in 6 overs the week before, he has conceded 68 in 8. The bulk of scoring has fallen to Jordan and he does well to get 75 but falls to Mo with Jim taking the catch behind. He also gets another in his next over with Srini taking the catch as the rate rockets. Mo finishes with an excellent 2/26 off 8 and Gordon and James are brought on to get us some more points but the batsmen don’t oblige until the last over when Srini takes a catch off Gordon. OTs stall on 213/7 and we have another fine win under our belt.
Next week another home game v Beaulieu

