HAMPSHIRE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:      Saturday 12th June 2010 

Match:    Parley v Highfield 2s

Result:    Parley 258/5 (21pts) bt Highfield 257/4 (9pts) by 5 wickets

Sometimes you just have to hold up your hands and say we were beaten by a superior performance, and this was one of those occasions. Despite scoring over 250 we were unable to curtail a fantastic innings from the Parley opener, who never panicked to see his team home in the last over.

From the win at Bashley we lose the services of Adam, Leben, Ben Lees, Tim Allcock and Zia to be replaced by Avi, Tim Proud and Martin. Tim Goodall and Chris Eades drop down from the firsts for there Buffalo debuts.

Tim wins the toss and with hot skies overhead elects to bat. Parley play behind a leisure centre on the outskirts of Bournemouth, but the comparisons with Fleming Park end there. The strip is flat as a pancake and the outfield so big you could fit Hardmoor into it twice over and still have room left over.

Chris is soon into his stride hitting two twos off his first balls received which would have been four elsewhere but both are chased down. Malcolm by comparison can’t hit a barn door and after four overs is bowled for a duck, unable to carry his bat for consecutive weeks. Martin comes in and deals mainly in singles while Chris is hitting the boundaries. 50 are put on in 8 overs when Martin is caught superbly in the gully for 5. Before the over is out the useful Hamp has a third wicket when bowling Chris for 40. Hamp is kept on to try and get another breakthrough but Avi and Sasi play him out. The change bowling is a bit friendlier and the scoring rate starts to increase. The only drawback is the size of the ground as Sasi and Avi have to do plenty of running. Threes in consecutive overs are a killer for Avi who is still recovering from a serious chest infection. At the halfway stage we are 105/3 and on course for a decent score. Parley are unable to stop the flow of runs and Avi passes 50 once again. The pair put on 109, when within sight of 50 Sasi chips up a return catch for the bowler and is out for 43. With only 9 overs remaining the spring heeled Jessi comes in and runs Avi ragged. He plays some lovely shots too and races to 45 at the close of the innings. We have been given 37 extras and Avi remains unbeaten on an excellent 87 in a score of 257/4.

Tim joins Neil with the slightly used ball and the Parley openers are very watchful for the first 10 overs, only scoring 36 but keeping all their wickets intact. Matt and Chris come on and straight away the batsmen up the tempo. After the superb fielding display at Bashley we start to misfire in a big way. The batsmen push everything as the uneven surface in the deep makes it extremely difficult to gather the ball and get it in quickly. 80 runs come off the next 10 overs and we look no nearer to taking a wicket. Chris goes for 32 off 4 and Matt concedes 44 off 5. Barber passes 50 and is punishing anything remotely loose. With things not going to well we have to bring Avi on and he obliges with the breakthrough in his second over, bowling Edmunds for 44. Ben comes on for Matt and he gets the new man for just 5. When the new batsman is facing we manage to build up a bit of pressure but as soon as Barber gets on strike he hits a couple of boundaries to relieve the pressure. With the score on 154 we get a double breakthrough with Avi and Ben picking up a wicket apiece and the asking rate is up to 9 an over. A couple of tight overs at the new batsman sends the rate up to 10 and then Ben gets his third wicket. This turns out to be the turning point in the game though as the production line of young kids ceases and an experienced hand is sent out instead. Two thumping fours signal his arrival and the end of Ben who has bowled really well for 3/27 off 7. The impetus from the new man Grace gets Barber going as well and he celebrates by passing a hundred with another 4. Even Avi can’t contain the scoring which exceeds 10 virtually every over. Tim also gets a bit of stick as the batsmen can do no wrong. Avi finishes his spell with 2/64 leaving 1 spare over to be bowled at his end. 22 are needed off the last 2 but the match is virtually over after 1 as Neil is flogged through the leg side 6 times for 18 runs to finish with 0/32 off 6. Tim then bowls a wide which is ran and a double sees Parley home with 4 balls to spare. Grace has hit a quickfire 37 and Barber an astonishing 143 not out. Tim finishes with 0/57 off 9.2 and we have given it our best shot. Despite starting an hour early we still manage to finish at 7.30 and miss the first half of Englands dire start to the world cup. Next week, only our second home game as we host unbeaten Langley Manor   

