HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:        Saturday 17th July

Match:     Paultons III v Highfield II

Result:     Highfield 187/4 (21pts) bt Paultons 182/4 (8 pts) by 6 wickets

KARMA

It’s five wins on the trot for the Buffalos who now stand just 12 points off the promotion places. After last years controversial win, Paultons were well beaten and put in their place by a superb effort in the field and a brutal batting performance. Once again ‘Dangerous Dave’ played his part, but his days are surely numbered if he has another outing like this.
For once the first team availability is at near maximum and we welcome Tarty and Brent to join the returning Martin, Mo, James and Ben. Out go Neil. Ghazam, Adam, Leben, Jon and Malc.
With such a strong batting line up Ben is gutted to lose the toss but after mid week rain there looks plenty in the pitch for the bowlers. The strip is cut as close to the pavilion as it can be making it hard to save runs on that side.

Srini and Mo open up with contrasting fortunes, due largely to the batsmen they are bowling to. Srini bowls mainly to the obdurate Newman who is eternally waiting for the perfect ball to hit. Mo bowls three overs on the trot to the skipper O’Brien who is far more expansive and with the enticing short boundary the left hander takes full advantage. The drying pitch is two paced though so the batsmen are never truly in, but anything really short just sits up with a sign saying hit me. 57 runs come in 11 overs before Srini entices an edge from the captain which is easily caught by Gordon in the slips. Ben comes on for Mo and is immediately hit for two fours by the new man Chalk who then becomes becalmed. Srini has bowled 7 excellent overs, taking 1/20 but is the introduction of Avi that completely stalls the Paultons innings. After starting his spell with 3 wides (much like last season) he then bowls his next 7 overs for just 7 runs. Newman hits the odd boundary off Ben but anything that goes anywhere near Jessi in the field deters the batsmen from running. With Tart on one side and Brent the other, they keep up the intensity, keeping the fielders on their toes. Drinks come at 89/4 and with acceleration needed the batsmen start to take a few more risks. After just 4 singles in 9 overs Chalk hits an absolutely sublime straight six off Ben, unfortunately he mows the next ball across the line and hits straight to Tart. Ben finishes his 10 overs with excellent figures of  1/35 off 10 and is replaced by Matt. With overs starting to run out we expect a big hitter to come in but there is little change in the scoring rate. Just 22 come off the next 7 overs when the inevitable happens. In trying to push the running Newman gets into a mix up and is left short of his ground as Avi whips off the bails. He has scored just 36 off 33 overs and put his side in a bit of trouble. Avi’s 10 over spell finishes wicket less but he has only conceded a paltry 16 runs, a fantastic performance. With two youngsters at the crease the scoring rate finally gets going but the damage is limited as there are so few overs left. Srini bowls his remaining 3 overs and finishes with 1/34 and Mo comes on to bowl the odd over from that end. Astonishingly 3 catches are missed in the over before Tart snaffles Johnson for 26 to give us another bonus point and Mo 1/41. Matt gets through 6 overs for 35 and looks in better shape than last week. Paultons have amassed a strange score of 182/4 from their 42 overs which looks a tad short.
Our reply gets off to a fast start with hot head Lenton serving up a selection of four balls which Gordon and Tart are happy to put away. 35 come off the first 5 overs when he shatters Gordon stumps for 8. Just 10 more are added before Martin snicks behind for 4 but the very next ball is smashed to the boundary by Avi. The carnage continues in the next over when Avi uppercuts over backward point for a fortunate 6. This is more than the bowler can bear and lets loose some injudicious comments which go further than general insults. Umpire Brent gives the bowler a warning but he might as well be talking to a brick wall. His captain removes him from the attack and he storms off into the outfield with figures of 2/51 off 6 overs to keep him company. Chalk comes on to relieve him and is pummelled for two boundaries by Avi, but having taken 11 off the over goes to the well once too often and is caught at mid wicket for a rapid 31, which has taken him over 500 runs for the season. James enters the arena for his first knock of the season and reels off a succession of fours, which at least save him from running. Some of the Paultons fielding is shocking as they start to argue amongst themselves and the flow of runs is unstoppable. Tart brings up a well deserved 50 but is then superbly caught by the Paultons captain off Pike who has bowled really well. With the dismissal of Tart the opening bowler is brought back, much to the disgust of some of his team mates who are openly moaning about him on the boundary. His opening over goes for just two but we are back on track in the next when Jessi hits Pike for two sixes in a 17 run over. Drinks are taken at 151/4 and Dangerous gets an ear bashing from his mother who seems pretty disgusted with him. The other opener is brought back but both Jessi and James hit him to the ropes. The next over from Lenton takes us to the brink of victory. James hits a four and a three and Jessi follows it up with a four and then a huge six much to the delight of the crowd and some of the bowlers own team. A leg bye in the next over gives Jessi the strike and he seals the game with another maximum which sails into the next field. The Jessi James partnership has realised 56 in just over 5 overs and we have sailed home with over 16 overs in hand. Dangerous finishes with 2/73 from 9 overs, threatens to retire, refuses to shake anyones hand and gets another telling off from his mum. Some of his team hope he keeps his word. The win is dedicated to Ben Lees! 
 Although we stay in seventh it is very tight above us and we still have some of the big teams to play, starting with Exbury at Hardmoor next week.
