HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:    Saturday 28th August 2010 

Match:  Highfield II v Pylewell Park II

Result:  Highfield 288/3 (24pts) beat Pylewell Park 194ao (7pts) by 94 runs

A tenth win in eleven games has seen the Buffalos leapfrog Exbury and Lymington to claim the fourth promotion place. With Lymington rained off at Lordshill, Exbury required 10 points to go up but slumped to defeat and only 6 points against runners up Bransgore.
Once again victory is set up by an awesome batting performance. James and Ben get us off to a an excellent start, scoring runs and setting the platform for Avi and Srini to pummel the change bowling.

From last weeks best win of the season at Lymington we suffer a huge bowling hole with the Khan brothers and Tushar joining Ben S and Laban on the sidelines. Raj is called up for his Buffalo debut and the skipper is back for the last game of the season. Ben Wythe is back after injury and Zia will replace sub Neil when he finishes work.

The wet week has left groundsman Malcolm with a difficult task and he doesn’t get onto the wicket until Friday. But as with the rest of the season he has done a fantastic job and had a major say in our promotion with the move from Riverside.
Pylewell win the toss and with the strip still drying put us in to bat. James and Ben Wythe open up and initially runs are hard to come by, with a smattering of extras helping us to tick over. These mainly come from Coopers’ wides and byes. Franklin is a bit tighter and is unlucky to have James dropped at slip. Ben has been out for two months and takes time to get going but a sweetly timed four off Cooper sees him replaced. James hits the new bowler Ashby for four and the rate steadily climbs. Franklin finishes his first spell with just 15 off 7 and is replaced by Homan. A flurry of fours from the Newell bat ensue and the batsmen look to have done the hard work, but we then lose 3 quick wickets. First Ben is bowled for 19 and Malcolm follows him 4 balls later. James reaches 41 but like Ben gets an excellent ball and is bowled by Ashby. The openers have done a fine job though, putting on 71 in just 17 overs in difficult conditions. This has set the scene nicely for Avi and Srini the two inform batsmen. Not for the first time this season Avi is welcomed to the crease with a full toss which he gladly smears over the boundary. Srini is a bit more classical but no less efffective for it. Both Ashby and Homan are battered out of the attack but the bowlers get little help from their fielders who are having a very average day. Another 2 bowlers are tried but meet with no more success than the previous ones. Franks, especially is about to have a nightmare and concedes 21 off his second over with Avi racing into the forties. Srini takes his partner, Woolger for a series of fours and is catching Avi fast. Avi brings up his 8th 50 of the season in the 31st over as we reach 173 with 11 overs left. Ten runs are coming almost every over and Srini also brings up his half century as Pylewell have to bring their opener back. With both batsmen well set he has an impossible task though as boundaries are being pierced all around the ground. Both batsmen match each other run for run as the 250 is passed, but despite a number of sixes for each of them they both finish shy of a well deserved century. In a total of 288/3, Avi has hit 96 and passed 800 runs for the season. Srini finishes on 93 and has exactly 500. The pair have smashed the club record for the 4th wicket with their 206 which beats the 166 by Ajay Sainis and Steve Taylor at IBM in 2001. It is also the 5th best Highfield partnership of all time and equals the highest Buffalo partnership set earlier in the season by Gordon and Avi.
Talking of records, Highfield were once bowled out for a measly 21 in July 85. We all know that Steve played for Exbury that day, but opening the batting and top scoring with 46 was Todd, todays opener for Pylewell.
With a multitude of bowlers missing Raj opens up with Srini for his first bowl since pre season and promptly goes for 15 in his first over. Srini is bang on line though and Raj follows up his opener with a maiden. Both bowlers go for the odd four with the field largely up but Pylewell are falling further behind the rate almost every over. Chances are few and far between though and Raj comes off with 0/34 off 6, to be replaced by Avi. Srini also departs with 0/18 off 6 and is replaced by Tim. These two start tightly and the pressure eventually leads to the first wicket. After going for just 2 singles in 15 balls Avi shatters the stumps of Mellish for 15. The new batsman, Ashby looks ill at ease from the start, playing a series of injudicious strokes and eventually carves a drive straight back to Tim who smartly takes a return catch. Zia turns up to replace Neil who has to leave early and we at least have another bowler. Drinks arrive at 87/2 so Pylewell need an improbable 10 an over for 20 overs. We need the wickets though to stand any chance of going up and get a boost straight after tea as the new man, Dolbear is bowled by Avi for 10. 87/3 becomes 87/4 as Todds stout resistance is ended in the next over as Tim gets him LBW for 34. Ashby junior comes out to play a few shots and hits Avi for a couple of fours before hoisting Tim over the ropes for 6. Tim gets immediate revenge though with Malcolm taking the catch. Tim comes off with excellent figures of 3/25 off 8 and is replaced by Zia who responds with a wicket first ball, Srini taking the catch. Avi comes off with 2/25 off 9 and is replaced by Adam. We are desperate for wickets but time is running out and Bowker is hitting a succession of boundaries. With just 6 overs left Adam gets his man with Jessi catching Bowker for a top score of 35. His next over also brings a wicket when he clean bowls Homan for 11. A few barren overs follow, Adam finishes with 2/16 off 4, Zia 1/26 off 4 and Jessi goes wicketless with 8 off 2. As Pylewell enter the last two overs we still need 2 wickets and Ben obliges with the first as Jessi gets another catch.
Can it really be a whole year since Swaroop bowled a super fast over (no wides) to end the 2009 season, well it is, and this years duty of bowling your first over of the season goes to Malc. The number elevens eyes light up as he hits a 2 and a four but with just 2 balls of the season remaining he can only help the ball into Avi’s hands as Pylewell are dismissed for 194. Maximum points were what we are after and as it turns out is enough to take us up for fresh challenges next year.
Many thanks must go to Tim and Ben for their organisation this year and to Malcolm for doing the teas. Everyone deserves a pat on the back though, including those players who have left us since last season but contributed hugely to the spirit of the team.

Next week, Tour for some, holidays for others, see you next May.

