Highfield CC vs Rowledge

Highfield ventured into the darkest depths of Hampshire for their fixture against Rowledge, a place right on the border with Surrey.  Highfield turned up with a strong unit hoping to put in another strong performance and pick up an important win, things did not go according to plan.

Highfield bowled and fielded well throughout the Rowledge innings but struggled to penetrate, Chris ‘the hero’ Eades took the 1st wicket but this was not until well over 100 had been put on by the opening pair.  This trend continued throughout the innings as almost all of Rowledge’s batsmen contributed quick runs.  Gere bowled very well at the death and although he was hit for several runs he did claim the wickets of the two most dangerous batsmen, including the opener who walked after nicking a ball to Jimmy whilst on 97.  The biggest surprise of the whole performance was not the amount of runs conceded, as the outfield was rapid and there were some short boundaries, but that Fuddy took a catch, though it must be noted it was off his own bowling.

With a sizeable and delicious tea Highfield settled in to watch Steve and Ishy open up.  Unfortunately Ishy didn’t survive the opening over and neither did Chris ‘the Zero’ Eades.  Wickets continued to tumble and only the resilience of Brent and Jimmy meant anything approaching a respectable score was reached.  Their partnership raised Highfield from 13-3 to 82-4 and their was belief that as long as Steve, Ishy and ‘the zero’ kept walking around the boundary that Highfield might stage a recovery.  Alas this was not the case; Brent comfortably top scored with 47 though he will be frustrated with the manner he got out.  Following his dismissal Highfield collapsed to a devastatingly poor 114 all out courtesy of some good bowling and some appalling shot selections.  When only two batsmen attain double figures the chances of success are very limited.  Rowledge were a strong unit who perfomed well but Highfield were ultimately left disappointed with both the performance and the result.
