REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:       Saturday 14th August 2010 

Match:    Hghfield II v Southampton Travellers II

Result:    Highfield 340/7 Southampton Travellers 0/0 Match abandoned

Another run spree for the Buffalos, and Srini in particular is ruined by the disintegrating British summer. A year ago this game wouldn’t even have started but having covers means we start promptly even though the firsts were off hours ago.
Ben wins the toss and despite the threat of rain in the air has no hesitation in batting. Srini and James open up and the former hits the first ball of the game for four to get us going. Next over however, James is foxed by a superb slower ball that swings through his defences and on to his stumps. Late recruit Ish comes in, but not for long as steady drizzle forces the players off. A whole hour is lost which means we have to finish our innings and Travellers will get 22 in return. After the resumption,  Johns loses the plot and bowls an awful over to Srini who hits him to the boundary 4 times to go with the 3 wides. Stroud bowls a maiden but another 9 come off the next over as Ish joins in with the boundaries. Despite getting a tonking, Johns is kept on for 7 overs which go for 52 and we have raced to 78/1 off 14. Two new bowlers are introduced but 38 come in their first 3 overs. The 100 partnership comes up and Srini reaches his 50 with a four and six off successive balls. The introduction of the spinner also suits Ishy who also gets a maximum in a 17 run over. There is then a huge shock when off the first ball of the spinners next over, Ish hits a full toss straight to a fielder and is out for 48. The partnership has realised 120 in just 18 overs and set a great platform for the big hitters. One feature of the partnership was the excellent running between the wickets, which gained many extra runs. Avi hasn’t built his reputation on quick singles and he and Srini are soon trading boundaries. When Avi gets to 21 he passes 700 runs for the season, the first since Tarty and Ish in 2006. 69 are added in under 10 overs before Avi becomes Iyers second victim, caught for 40. We are 189/3 with 14 overs still to face and licence to throw the bat. Mo is next in and wastes no time keeping the scoring going, Srini enters the nineties as 33 come in just 3 overs before Mo is caught for 14. Iyers figures are taking a real pounding and another heavy over sees Srini record his first Highfield ton, not bad for a player who has batted down the order most of the season. If Travellers thought taking wickets would slow the rate they were in for a bit of a shock as Jessi came out blasting. Two sixes come in his first six balls as we race past 250. Iyers arrives at the last over of his spell with 2/88 and finishes with 2/107 as Srini hits two huge sixes, one which almost clears the fence. The watching Phil starts to get a bit twitchy about his 139 being overtaken as Srini hits another 6 in the next over but he needn’t have worried as the marathon knock comes to an end on 122 after being bowled. It has been a fantastic effort and the third highest ever score for the Buffalos. The partnership of 51 has come off just 4 overs. Tim A is next in and is largely a spectator as Jessi plays the balls to all parts.17 are added when Tim is bowled for 1 but Adam hits the next three balls for 4, one of which may have been the shot of the day! Jessi reaches his first Highfield 50 with yet another four as we race past 300 for the 2nd time in 3 weeks. The last few overs are played out in an increasing drizzle, Adam is run out for 13 and Ghazam finishes unbeaten on 4. Jessi is also not out on 65, a devastating knock in a total of 340/7. 
The Duckworth Lewis calculations have nothing on the Hampshire league co-efficient formula and a working party sit down to calculate what the Travellers will need, it goes something like this. 340 divided by 42 = 8.09 X 1.24 = 10.03 X 22 overs meaning the Travellers need 221 off 22 overs, seems a bit harsh to me. As it happens the rain eases off during tea but thereafter a constant drizzle means we run out of time and the match is ababdoned. Worse for us is the news that virtually every other game in our league has survived and all the promotion rivals have won leaving it very hard for us to get promoted.
