Saturday 28 August
South Wilts 3s v Highfield
Result: Highfield 158/9 lost to South Wilts 160/5 by 5 wickets
 

 

 

So the end of rather a strange season; broken noses, broken promises, 3 captains, millions of players and still all to play for in the last game of the season, as we needed 4 points to guarantee safety for another season, in the unlikely event of Vospers getting a maximum against OTs. 
 

There was drama even before the start, as restored skipper Steve received a number of texts charting the progress of Chris Eades, who had the small matter of a journey from Norwich to Salisbury (on bank holiday weekend) to play his game. It was evident Chris was going to be late, very late. In addition Fuddy and Greg decided to go via Bournemouth and Brent got stuck in traffic, leaving only 7 players raring to go at the toss. Steve had little option but to bat after winning the toss, at least the wicket had been covered and looked fairly hard despite the very wet week. 
 

Steve sprung a surprise by opening with Gere and Phil. However contrary to expectations Phil hung around for a while, before holing out for a painstaking 7. Gere, in contrast, was in fine form, smashing the ball to all parts and was joined at the crease by Gordon. Gord took a little while to play himself in, then consolidated and then blocked a bit more, as Gere continued to go on his merry way. Gere was eventually dismissed for 42 with a well deserved half century beckoning. Fran hit a quick and stylish 20 before running past one. We then suffered a collapse as Gordon fell for 28, Matt for a duck, Steve for 2, Chris Eades (who eventually arrived 90 minutes) for 12, Brent (sulking) for 2, Tim 1, leaving Greg 21 not out and Fuddy 4 not out. 
 

A final total of 158/9 was about 50 less than we looked like getting at one point and seemed about 20/30 short of a competitve score, on what turned out to be a pretty slow wicket. 
 

The long haul over to the pavillion for tea was worthwhile as we saw Pakistan lose about 5 wickets and enjoyed another top notch teaser. 
 

It was obviously very important to make early inroads when defending such a small score, which is exactly what happened with early breakthroughs for Fuddy and Gere. Once again Fuddy bowled his 10 straight through and a typically miserly spell it was, for once he actually picked up a couple of wickets, with a smart catch from Steve and a clean-bowled. With South Wilts on 24-3 the door was very much ajar, could we push it open? No. 
 

Despite a further wicket for Gere and one for Matt, the experienced Cowley and Button put the change bowling to the sword (and Gere into the tennis courts) and South Wilts eventually got home fairly comfortably with a few overs to spell. The final bowling figures of the season were as follows: Gere 10-1-42-2, Fud 10-2-20-2, Matt 10-2-34-1, Tim 4.2-0-30-0, Chris 6-0-23-0. 
 

All that was left was for us to be glad we didn't have to spend the evening in fancy dress in the South Wilts club house, commiserate with Oli on Vosper's relegation and then drive back to Southampton for some traditionally oriental end of season festivities. 
 

Tune in for more news in May 2011..
