HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3
Date:        Saturday 16th July 2010 

Match:     Highfield V Steep

Result:     Highfield 189/4 (23pts) bt Steep 188/8 (7pts) by 6 wkts

This game started in more ordinary circumstances than last week with all players (home and away) able to find the ground easily.  Following some rain during the week the pitch was a little soft and damp on the surface and was a bright green.  The boundaries were also a little unusual, with one side only being the depth of a normal ring field.  Steve, our resident tosser, won again and decided to field first.

What followed was not overly dramatic.  Both Gere and the newly promoted Fuddy bowled extremely tight spells and picked up a wicket a piece.  After 13 overs Steep had raced to 6 for 1.  Fuddy once again bowled his spell through finishing again with 10-5-1-12.  After 7 miserley opening overs at 3 for 1 which included  5 maidens (3 less than the whole of last season!) Gere was replaced by debutant “Newbie” Chris.  His opening spell was not the most successful as he struggled to find a rhythm.  Chris was replaced by Tim “the Metronome” Goodall and Ishy replaced Fuddy.  Both bowled well, Ishy was as tight as a northerner in the pub (more of that later) and whilst Tim went for several runs he was unlucky that several people failed to hold any chances, notably Phil and Gere.  In an effort to fill the overs Steve turned to himself, a further spell for Chris and Greg; none produced any degree of success and all proved to be quite expensive.

Ishy bowled his spell of 10 overs, going for a mere 13 off his 10 overs and extremely unlucky not to pick up a wicket.  Gere and Tim bowled the final 5 overs and picked up several wickets despite going for a few almost inevitable boundaries as Steep attempted to capitalise on their wickets in hand.  In a total of 188 only 45 came from the bowling of Gere, Ishy and Fuddy; what a great shame there wasn’t another bowler in the team....

In reply to a relatively low total Highfield lost both openers, Phil and Ishy to relatively poor shots, Ishy in particular seemed a little upset and was later fined 50% of his theoretical match fee for his outburst.  After a slightly shaky start leaving us 13-2 Greg and Francis ‘the hanover’ Batt played with a degree of maturity and sense hitting several boundaries but not taking undue risks.  It was, however, a romantic ideal that Greg could not maintain and he threw his wicket away with a rash shot, undoing what looked like an excellent innings.  Francis was joined by Dan and after taking the score onto 89 Francis gave his wicket away when well placed for a big total.  Steve joined Dan in the middle and anchored the innings allowing Dan to dominate the bowling.  After a relatively quiet start to his innings Dan exploded into life and smashed five sixes and several fours.  Dan raced to 81* and the game was won with several overs to spare.

After the game most of the club turned out for Phil’s 60th birthday.  There were several highlights but the most note worthy was Brent and Gordon’s decision not to follow others to the pub but to stay and scrounge drinks resulting in Brent vomiting.  A good win and a good night.

