HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:    Saturday 7th August

Match:  Highfield II v Totton & Eling III

Result:  Totton 176ao (22pts) beat Highfield 166/9 (10pts) by 10 runs

After 7 wins on the trot the Buffalos have slipped to an agonising defeat against the league favourites Totton. Promotion now depends on winning the last 3 games and hoping other results go our way.

From the record breaking win at Brockenhurst we lose the services of Laban, Adam and Tarty. Their able replacements are Zia, Mo and Tim Proud, fresh off the plane from Spain, so Ben retains the captaincy.
Steady rain delays the start and the game is reduced to 36 overs. Totton are keen to bat  after winning the toss, even though the elements say bowl. 

Srini and Zia open up and there is plenty of swing to keep the batsmen honest. Anything pitched up the batsmen take a swing at and anything missing the stumps is called wide. Totton race to 20 off 4 before Srini makes a double breakthrough. First Metcalf drives loosely at a widish ball and loops it up to Jessi who takes a simple catch. Two balls later the new man drives uppishly towards Ben, it looks like the ball is going to fall just short, but he takes a superb catch, just inches off the ground. The opener Daniels is enjoying himself though, riding his luck and keeping the scoring rate at over 6 an over. New man, Merritt matches him for boundaries as they put together the games defining partnership. Avi comes on for Srini and is swinging the ball so much he is wided 5 times in his first over. Zia bowls out his 8 overs for 44 but has both batsmen dropped in his final two overs. The dropping of Merritt doesn’t cost us too much though as Ben (off spin this week) entices a drive in his first over and he picks out Tim at mid on. The pair have added 79 in 9 overs and we still haven’t bowled a maiden. It is a good comeback by Ben who has been no balled by the officious umpire for not telling him his bowling action at the start of the spell. Both the opening umpires have been controversial with the wides but this was a sneaky underhand trick to play by a team desperate to win. Another 27 runs are added quickly but then wickets start to fall quickly. Not for the first time this season we have a run out to thank, both batsmen find themselves at one end as the throw comes in. Avi drops the returns but Zia picks up the ball and runs out Knight who has just cracked three fours. Soon after, Tim catches one off Avi and Ben bowls the new man for four. Daniels, the opener has made 66 but found life a lot more difficult facing Ben without the pace to work off and is comprehensively bowled as the 7th wicket falls for 163. Avi finishes his 8 overs for 1/48 and is replaced by Mo. Ben picks up his 4th wicket with Mo taking the catch and then Mo wraps up the innings with two quick wickets, one a clean bowled and the last a caught and bowled. He also bowls the only maiden of the innings. Totton have scored at a good rate though, making 176 off 33.2 overs. We have done well though to take the last 7 wickets for just 50 runs when a score well in excess of 250 looked possible. However the 44 extras don’t look too clever with over 30 wides boosting their total.
The Totton opener Armstrong also struggles with the swinging ball and his first over contains a no ball, 2 wides and 3 runs. His second though is devastating, bowling consecutive inswinging Yorkers to account for Phil (2) and Srini. His third is equally dramatic, Avi hits him for 10 runs before he plays on to give the left armer his third wicket. We are 20/3 and in a drop of trouble, not as much as the first team though who have already sunk to defeat on the Island. Picking up just two points for over £100 apiece. With the early setback, Malc and Tim A dig in and manage to see off the two openers. Metcalfe though has only conceded 7 off his four overs and will be a handful later on. The Totton change bowlers are hard to get away as well and the field remains very claustrophobic with only the odd four getting through. 32 are added in 12 overs when Tim is bowled for 12, 3 balls later Jessi is following him back after being bowled as well. It is the second double wicket maiden of the innings. Mo comes in and gets a couple of early fours to put us back on track but it isn’t too long before we lose our 6th wicket. Malc, after reaching 26 miscues one and is caught to put us back in trouble. Zia starts strongly though and 11 off one over means the field is finally getting stretched and giving us more scope for singles. Zia and Mo keep up with the rate for a few overs and Totton have to bring back Metcalfe early. This pays immediate dividends as Zia attempts a straight six and is caught on the boundary for 14. We are 100/7, needing 77 off the last 10 overs. Tim enters the fray and so does the other opener Armstrong as Totton go in for the kill. Mo is keeping us going though and hits a lovely six off the otherwise frugal Metcalfe. Tim gets going as well and although we slip a bit further behind the rate a decent partnership is developing. Armstrong 3/29 and Metcalfe 1/27 bowl out their 8 overs each leaving us to score 44 off the last 4. We get 9 off the first with Tim hitting a big six to the shorter boundary. 11 comes off the next as Mo hits consecutive fours and nears his maiden 50. The penultimate over sees the end of Mo when he is caught attempting another big hit, he has scored a very mature 49 and given us a shout at victory. It has been an excellent 53 partnership in just 8 overs. Tim launches another huge six and almost follows it up with a four but the ball lodges between the fielders legs on the boundary. Ben gets a single off the last ball but we need 14 off the last over. Ben gets a single to give Tim the strike but he can only nick it behind to the keeper for a valiant 29. Neil fends off a vicious bouncer next ball and is dropped on the point boundary and Ben gets a single off the last ball as we close our innings just 10 runs short It has been a good comeback but for the fourth time this season we have narrowly lost a game we really should have won. We have picked up 10 points so still have an outside chance of promotion.
Next week: Home again to Southampton Travellers

