Highfield CC vs United Services

This was a crucial game for both sides, both were desperately searching for a win to ease the very real and imminent danger of relegation.  The weather matched the tone of both sides, it too was desperate.  After lengthy debates both captains agreed to attempt to play the game (much to the disgust of a couple of members of the squad) and Brent’s dismal tossing continued for another week.  Highfield were asked to bowl first in a warm(ish) but very wet day in a game reduced to 37 overs aside with no restrictions on the bowlers.

United Services (henceforth referred to as US and not to be confused with the country) began very strongly and the usually reliable Gere and Ishy were both dispatched to the boundary in a combination of orthodox straight drives and very unorthodox leg side shots.  After 10 overs the openers were taken off and US had raced to 68-0.

Fuddy, having been dropped from opening the bowling was determined to prove a point and bowled extremely well and it didn’t take long for him to break the opening stand.  At the other end Matt Ashe demonstrated that Australians could play actually play cricket by putting in his best bowling display of the year.  An adjusted run up and better focus (down to some expert coaching in a net session one assumes) allowed him to bowl with accuracy and decent wheels.  Matt got the very dangerous Toms out in his second over and began to rip through the middle order, after 5 overs he had figures of 4-10 and had left US reeling at 105-5 of 21 overs.  At this stage Highfield were certainly in the ascendency but were unable to press home their advantage.  The unorthodox technique of Gadd and the hitting of Weltch allowed US to recover to a healthier 143-5 before Gere managed to bowl Weltch for 48.  Highfield went in for the kill and Goodall, who had been brought on to bowl a tricky spell at the death dismissed Bartlett to leave US 154-6 with just 5 overs remaining.  US’s number 9 was, unfortunately, 8ft 2inches and used his lengthy levers to great effect smashing 3 6’s in a short space of time.  Matt Ashe was brought back on to bowl the last over and did so with great aplomb; the over going for 8 runs (including a huge 6) and getting a run-out to gain the extra bowling point.   Overall the fielding was excellent with the traditional exception of Foddy, the less frequent exception of Gere and the truly appalling performance of Cziacki behind the stumps, missing a stumping in the penultimate over and conceding 4 byes.  Walking off the field the whole team wished there was another half decent keeper in the team...

In the absence of a tea time teaser the side were forced to focus (a bit) on the game in hand with all agreeing that 194 was a very competitive total.

Ishy and Colmer opened up and Colmer’s magnificent and majestic season continued after he spooned a catch to square leg for another duck.  Gordon went in 3 and, very conscious that he was running with Ishy who had run him out a couple of games previously, quickly called for a runner.  Phil was more than delighted at the opportunity and scurried to put his pads on.  Phil’s look of dismay when Gordon got out an over later was heartbreaking.  Brent went in 4, determined to shake off the Mike Brearley comparisons.  Ishy and Brent added a useful 37 together before Brent was dismissed leaving Highfield 84 for 3 of 18.  A furious debate had been started on the boundary rope as to the required score if the game was rained off with all conceding that Chris ‘the Smiler’ Tarty Hart was right with his first calculation that we needed to be on 150 after 25 overs.  With this knowledge and an element of self satisfaction Tarty donkeyed himself to allow the more aggressive Cziacki a swing of the willow, this was probably the best captaincy decision Tarty made all season .  In the next 10 overs Ishy and Dan added just over 70 runs before Ishy decided to offer Tarty a chance to bat by guiding a wide full toss into the hands of a fielder.  Tarty then stood and watched as Dan began to destroy the bowling.  Tarty was still in awe as he too mishit a poor ball and was caught.  This brought Chris “Mr” Eades to the crease.  A spectacular innings followed as he watched Dan continue to destroy the bowling before allowing two wides to be bowled which sealed Highfield’s victory with nearly 5 overs to spare.  Man of the Match was a hotly debated issue between Eades and Cziacki and the decision has yet to be formally announced.

This was a crucial win for Highfield and one that secures survival in the League for another season.   Congratulations to one and all.
