Highfield 218-9 beat Hartney Witney 200 by 19 runs
12th June 2010

For once writing the match report is not a chore, as we finally got our season going at the fifth time of asking. Out from last week’s team went Greg and Tim to be replaced by Tam (Solent Uni) and Chris (Swansea via Solent Uni). 
This week’s skipper Steve had a tricky choice in advance of the toss, all the signs were that it was a bowl first day, there was puddles on the road up to Hardmoor,  the wicket was cold with a green tinge and on a bright day it was likely to be good for batting later. The Highfield brains trust convened and opinions were divided, with a small majority in favour of having a bowl. Steve won the toss and 5 minutes later we were batting.

We were starting at the ungodly hour of 12.30 due to the England/USA game and fielded the 5th different opening partnership, this time it was Phil and Tart. Phil was unable to repeat last week’s fireworks and was bowled for 4, to a ball which did not seem to get up, an early indication that the wicket was not as flat as usual. Chris looked in good touch however and struck 4 boundaries before splicing an attempted pull and was caught and bowled for 19. This left us on  27-2 after 9 overs. 
Brent joined new boy Tam and they started to put a partnership together in the face of some decent bowling. Gradually they both got into their stride and the runs that started as a trickle turned into something of a flow. Tam was first to 50 and at drinks we were 88-2 and the show was getting back on the road. The first century partnership of the season was achieved before Tam was eventually out for 63 at which point the score was on 136. 

What happened next defied belief as Dan helped a waist high full toss to the leg side boundary where he was very unlucky to be caught by something of a wonder catch, I can’t tell you much about the next ball as I went to get padded up and before I had done this I met Gordon trudging back to the changing rooms. 136-2 had become 144-5 as the left arm leg spinner Flanders (D) took a hattrick. 

Matt went in at 7 and biffed a quick 16 before being bowled, leaving us 164-6 after 34 overs. Brent had been watching on as all the wickets fell at the other end but soon bought up a well deserved 50 in a consolidating partnership with Steve (19). Brent eventually fell for a hard-working 59, thereafter Gere bagged the 3rd golden of the innings, before Fuddy conjured up a quick 13 not out and with Chris on 1 not out, the innings closed on 218-9. 
Gere and Fuddy opened the bowling, Gere was first to strike in his 4th over as Philpott played the ball back onto his stumps,what’s more it was a maiden (his first since 15th May). Fuddy was keeping it tight at the other end, his first 8 overs going for just 12 runs. Gere came off after 6 overs  (1-20) having run in bravely with his crocked achilles. Matt replaced Gere and had success in his second over, thanks to a well judged catch by Chris (Ellis). 
When Tam came on for Matt after 3 overs HW were 63-2 off 18 overs and the game was evenly poised. Tam struck in his first over tempting Flanders (D) to dolly up a full toss to Steve. Fuddy bowled 12 straight through for just 24 and was replaced by Chris. HW skipper Rowe was going well and hit some meaty shots, so we were very happy to see the back of him when he cut straight to Steve in the gully. When the number 5 holed out to Gordon on the square leg boundary off Tam, HW were 93-5 off 25 overs and we were firmly in the driving seat. 

Matt came on to replace Chris and Tam continued to wheel away as the HW innings stalled. They continued to lose wickets regularly as Steve took a 3rd catch of Tam, who also got an lb verdict and Dan took a smart catch off Matt. When Dan took a stumping from Matt, HW were 132-9 in the 35th over and it looked like it was game over. How wrong we were as the game took a couple of nasty turns. 
Firstly there was a horror injury to Dan as he wore a leg glance on the nose. It was a testament to his quick movement that he got in the way of the ball but unfortunately suffered a broken nose as a result, still it saved a couple of runs so well worth it the end. Seriously get well soon Dan. Remarkably the batsman involved was bowling when Steve broke his cheek in the equivalent fixture last season, one Flanders (T). Hereafter known as Highfield public enemy number 1. Phil took over behind the stumps as Dan was helped from the field.
The runs began to flow as the 10 men struggled to keep a grip against what must be one of the better 10 and jack combinations in the league. Although the rate required was around 11 an over the HW tail enders kept in touch as the returning Gere’s figures took a bit of a hammering. It came to 19 needed off the last 2 overs and a sickening defeat was starting to look a genuine possibility. When Chris’s first ball of the penultimate over disappeared for 4 we began to fear the worst. The next few balls were very dramatic, first Chris dropped a very difficult return catch, the next ball was whacked back straight and thankfully struck the non striking batsman a painful blow (this was Flanders T, ha!). Next ball was probably a wide which the HW batter just managed to catch up with and feathered an edge through to Phil. Game over. Easy. The HW 10th wicket had put on 68 and with 43 extras somewhat dominated the card. 
The final bowling figures were as follows: Gere 9-1-48-1, Fuddy 10-2-24-0, Matt 10-2-53-3, Tam 10-2-33-4, Chris 4.4-0-34-2.
All that was left was to work out how we were going to get Dan to A&E (thanks Gord) and rush off to the pub to watch the England game (no thanks Robert Green). Next week away to Longparish, as finally we leave the city boundary. There is even a rumour that a chap called Ish may be playing. 
